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Abstract: New find of a Roman lantern from the Czech Republic. In 2021, a functionally undetermined ring and

a deformed upright of a Roman lantern were discovered with the help of a metal detector on the slope of the Husdk hill

in the cadastral district of Lazy (district Svitavy). Both objects exhibit a similar metal composition. This is the second

published find of a part of a Roman lantern from the territory of the Czech Republic and from the Barbaricum in gene-

ral. The question remains whether the presence of a Roman lantern is related to the evidenced military intervention in

the form of a Roman temporary military camp at the nearby town of Jevicko, and whether the deposition on the slope of

a prominent landmark was connected with ritual activities, or with metalworking, or with both.

1 INTRODUCTION

Metal lanterns were important objects of every-
day use in the Roman world. It is therefore
not surprising that they have often been paid
attention to in the specialized scholarly litera-
ture (Bémont/Beck 1989; Feugére/Garbsch 1993;
Loeschcke 1919), although by far not as much
as other, more common, objects used by the
inhabitants of the Roman Empire. In the Ro-
man environment, lanterns are mainly found
in Campania, where an extraordinary collec-
tion comes from sites around Mount Vesu-
vius, thanks to the well-known tragic events
of AD 79 (in overview Oettel 1991, 17, 29, 52,
Taf. 31: a-b; Pfisterer-Haas/Valsamidou 2022,
55, 444; Sigges 2002, 99, 523, 524, note 72). At
the same time, this region represents the only
assumed production centre for these lamps.
Of course, lanterns are also found among the
spectrum of finds from other parts of the Ro-
man Empire (Feugere/Garbsch 1993, 165, Abb.
6; Deschler-Erb 1996, 135, 136; Pirling/Siep-
en et al. 2006, 411, 412) including the Balkans
and the eastern Mediterranean (e.g. Bujukliev
1994; Lang-Auinger et al. 2003, 263, 264). We
also have evidence of a type I A lantern from the
Gurzufskoe Sedlo site in Crimea (Novichenkova
2016, 295). In addition to the area under Mount
Vesuvius, we also find them conspicuously of-
ten in the graves of provincial elites, both in the

Roman west (mainly the Gallic region) and in
the Danube region and the Balkans (Pannonia,
Thrace). Their occurrence among grave goods
can be interpreted as a symbol of a Romanised

FBYRTI- CATIS

Fig. 1. The Roman lantern from Herculaneum (accord-
ing to Feugére/Garbsch 1993).

Obr. 1. Rimsk4 lucerna z Herculanea (podle Feugére/
Garbsch 1993).

161



D. VicH - J. JiLEK - ]. KMOSEK

i =

Zadni pole

Fig. 2. Lazy, Husak hill. Marked findspot of a part of a Roman lantern and a ring (author: D. Vich).

Obr. 2. Lazy, vrch Husak. Vyznaceny nalez vzpéry fimské lucerny a krouzku (autor: D. Vich).

way of life (Feugére/Garbsch 1993, 163, 164).
This consideration was recently elaborated by
Z. Mrav (2013, 123, 124, 127, Abb. 18: 9, 19),
who drew attention to the joint occurrence of
bathing utensils (folding chairs, strigils, oil
flasks) and lanterns in some contexts. The shape
of a bronze oil container (“balsamarium”) in
the form of a resting servant with a lantern thus
cannot be considered a coincidence. It was these
servants who could have lighted their masters’
way to the bath in the wealthiest households.
With regard to adoption of the Roman lifestyle,
it is therefore not surprising that these groups
of artefacts are found together in selected graves
of elites.

In the Roman Empire, lanterns are found
in civilian and military contexts, with a pre-
dominance in civilian environment (includ-
ing graves) as the most recent summary of
knowledge has revealed. However, this finding
is significantly influenced by the find contexts
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in Pompeii, Herculaneum and other southern
Italian sites (Feugére/Garbsch 1993, 166-183,
Abb. 6).

In the territory beyond the borders of the Ro-
man Empire, however, these finds are quite rare.
J. Garbsch and M. Feugere (1993, 178, Abb. 6:
103) recorded only one find in the context of the
Augustan camp in Haltern (Miiller 2002, 59, Abb.
18), which was, however, related to the Roman
campaign beyond the river Rhine. Until recently,
only a single find from the barbarian environ-
ment was known, namely from the Czech Repub-
lic, from Central Bohemia, from the well-known
cremation burial ground of Dobtichov-Pichora
in the Kolin District. However, the artefact was
originally classified as part of a seal storage box
(Droberjar 1999, 154, 155; 2000), but according
to a more recent analysis it is the upper part of an
upright of a type I A lantern (Bozic¢ 2000).

The number of lamps of Roman origin beyond
the borders of the Roman Empire was recently
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increased by a new specimen from the region of
Mald Hand in Northwest Moravia (Czech Repub-
lic), which will be presented in the following text.

2 FINDS AND FIND
CIRCUMSTANCES

On 23 January 2021, Mr. Milan Videk with the
help of a metal detector found two artefacts'
close to each other on the north-western slope
of the Husak hill in the cadastral district of Lazy
(Fig. 2). He immediately announced the find and
handed it over to the Regional Museum in Vy-
soké Myto together with the basic find documen-
tation. The objects are property of the Pardubice
Region, and because they come from the Svitavy
District, they are now stored in the Regional Mu-
seum in Litomysl.

Of the two objects found about 1 m apart at
a depth of about 10 cm below the present-day
ground surface, a rod-shaped artefact repre-
senting the upright of a Roman lantern can be
identified (Fig. 3: 1). The artefact with dimen-
sions of 176 x 22 x 16 mm is made of cast metal,
weighs 127.7 g and is secondarily slightly bent.
It is shaped in the form of a half-column with
a distinct division into a capital, shaft and base.
The upper part of the upright carries an eye and
a hook, the upper half of the shaft has a pentago-
nal cross-section, which in the lower part of the
shaft changes into a rectangular to trapezoidal
cross-section. The reverse side of the upright is
three-quarters grooved, rivets are preserved in
the upper and lower parts of the shaft and ap-
proximately in its middle. In addition, the lower
part of the shaft is equipped with a hole. The up-
right corresponds to type d without the leg that
was cast in one piece with the upright (Feugére/
Garbsch 1993, Abb. 4). Typological classification
of the lantern from which the upright originates
is not possible on the basis of a single preserved
artefact. Its overall shape is essential for its ty-
pological classification, and also important is
the fact that it is made by casting with absence
of a leg that would be part of the upright. On
the basis of the preserved features, we can rule
out that the lantern, from which the mentioned

upright comes, belonged to type I A, in which
the uprights are made of bronze sheet and not
by casting, and II E, II E, because the uprights of
these types are characterized by legs that were
cast as an integral part of the upright. The lan-
tern, to which the upright found in Moravia, in
the cadastral district of Lazy, has belonged, can
therefore be only dated to the broader time span
of the 1t-3r4 centuries AD (Feugére/Garbsch
1993, 155-160).

The second object has the form of a ring,
which is plano-convex in cross-section, with an
undecorated surface. Its dimensions are 44 x 44
x 18 mm and weight is 95.7 g. The object in itself
does not allow for functional or chronological
classification due to its simple shape (Fig. 3: 2),
and the oval surface damage also is not helpful
in this regard. However, it is not part of the lan-
tern.

The surface of the corroded lantern fragment
and the ring and drilled samples of metal from
both objects were analysed in order to identify
the elemental composition of the alloys used.
The analysis was carried out using the method of
X-ray fluorescence analysis (XRF), with a pXRF
spectrometer Bruker S1 Titan 600. The analy-
sis of the basic material of the lantern fragment
showed that it is made from a tin-lead bronze al-
loy (5.5 % Sn, 33.4 % Pb) with admixture of iron,
silver and bismuth. In the case of the ring, it is
the same type of alloy, but with slightly different
proportions of tin and lead (6.2 % Sn, 23.0 % Pb),
a significant admixture of zinc in the amount of
1.0 % and other admixtures of iron, silver and
bismuth. The surface layers of both objects show
approximately the same concentrations of lead,
several times higher concentrations of tin, and
a significantly lower copper content. Higher tin
contents on the surface of archaeological ob-
jects made of copper alloys can be caused by the
corrosion damage to the basic material and the
enrichment of the corrosion layers with alloy-
ing elements such as tin or lead (Piccardo/Mille/
Robbiola 2007). The composition of both objects
classifies them into categories 14 and 15 accord-
ing to J. Riederer (1999, 200), based on analy-
ses of ancient copper alloys. The concentrations

! The findspot is defined by UTM coordinates, zone 33 U, E 622401.081, N 5506101.368.
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Fig. 3. Lazy, Hu$dk hill. 1 - upright of a Roman lantern, 2 - ring (author: M. Grof).

Obr. 3. Lazy, vrch Husak. 1 - vzpéra fimské lucerny, 2 - krouzek (autor: M. Grof).

of zinc in the analysed ring are at the boundary
between an admixture and intentional alloying
addition. Besides tin and lead, such low concen-
trations of zinc also appear in other analysed an-
cient alloys of Roman provenance (e.g. Vich et
al. 2020).
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3 FINDING CONTEXT

The place where both objects were found is lo-
cated 170 km as the crow flies from the Roman
Limes in a territory inhabited by the barbarian
population. The presence of the Germans in this
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Central European region is evidenced in the peri-
od before the turn of the eras (stage A). The sub-
sequent development of phase Bla is associated
with the so-called Empire of Maroboduus, which
is characterised by an increased influx of Roman
products from the territory of the Bohemian Ba-
sin and the Elbe region, especially in grave con-
texts (on the extent of the Empire of Marobodu-
us, most recently Sala¢ 2021). In Moravia and the
adjacent part of East Bohemia (Czech-Moravian
borderland), the presence of a barbarian popu-
lation (leaving aside the sporadic exceptions, see
Zeman 2017) is not evidenced until around the
mid-1t century and the 274 century, when one of
the peaks of settlement is recorded in the period
from the second half of the 24 century to the be-
ginning of the 3¢ century, approximately at the
time of the Marcomannic Wars and around (Jilek
2013). The border between eastern Bohemia and
north-western Moravia is no exception in this re-
gard. Finds from the Roman Period have already
been known here since stage A with a continua-
tion in stage B1, although these are mainly isolat-
ed finds so far (Droberjar/Vich 2009). In the later
stages of the Roman Period, however, the settle-
ment here is significantly denser, along with the
increased occurrence of Roman products (e.g.
Droberjar/Jartiskovd 2017; Vich et al. 2020; 2021).

The Husdk hill is bordered on the west side by
the valley of Mala Hana, which is an area orient-
ed approximately in the northeast-southwest di-
rection, providing suitable conditions for ancient
settlements, including those of the Roman Peri-
od. The nearest evidence of human presence in
the Roman Period is located less than three kilo-
metres to the southeast, under the eastern slope
of the Husgak hill at the cadastral border between
Lazy and Chornice (location Lazy 3c, Chornice
2¢, according to Vich 2001), but this is only a stray
find of barbarian pottery, a trumpet brooch and
a Roman denarius (Militky/Vich 2011, 288; Vich
2007, 179; the brooch is unpublished). The near-
est verified settlements are known from surface
survey and rescue excavations in the cadastral
district of Chornice at a distance of almost 5 km
to the southeast (Némcovd et al. 2020, 59, obr. 16;
Vich 2007; 2014). The settlement activity here is
dated to the Middle to Late Roman Period. The

Roman military intervention at the time of the
Marcomannic Wars in the form of an archaeo-
logically evidenced Roman temporary camp in
the cadastral district of Jevicko-suburb (Ném-
covd/Kejval 2023), at a distance of less than seven
kilometres as the crow flies south of the findspot,
appears to be of crucial importance for under-
standing the historical development of the re-
gion.

It is difficult to answer the question how the
objects got to the barbarian territory and what
preceded the archaeologisation of the artefacts at
the place of discovery.

The first hypothesis for the presence of a part
of a Roman lantern in the barbarian territory
(leaving aside the functionally indeterminable
ring) is the interpretation of the find as an ar-
chaeological reflection of the Roman military in-
tervention in the territory of what is now North-
west Moravia during the Marcomannic Wars,
when the Roman forces were withdrawn no later
than after the signing of the Peace of Commo-
dus in 180. They could have left (and apparently
indeed left: Droberjar 2020; Vich 2014; Vich et al.
2021) an indelible trace in the region in the form
of remains of gear and equipment, which may
have also included a lantern, although according
to the current state of knowledge, lanterns are
predominantly found in the civilian environ-
ment.

The second possibility is the booty obtained
by the barbarians in the territory of the Roman
provinces. However, Roman lanterns and bronze
lamps certainly do not belong to the standard
range of Roman products in the Central Euro-
pean Barbaricum (cf. Eggers 1951; Erdrich 2001;
most recently Voss/Miiller-Scheessel eds. 2016).
Other possibilities, such as trade, also seem ex-
tremely unlikely for the same reasons. Either
way, the objects, taking into account the simi-
lar composition of metal, the heterogeneity of
the collection and the obvious damage (defor-
mation) to the lantern upright, were most likely
intended to serve the barbarian population as
a source of raw material (on the problem, for the
first time Tejral 2015).
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4 CONCLUSION

As regards the interpretation of the deposition of
objects on the slope of the Husdk hill, we are basi-
cally dependent on the same options as in the case
of the equally unusual, albeit different assemblage
from Borsov (Vich et al. 2020) and two brooches
found in a similar context on the Zaly hill in the
vicinity of Rakovnik (Vich et al. 2022). In these
cases, we can suppose ritual reasons, indicated
by the deposition on the slope of a prominent
landmark and the distance from contemporary
settlement,? or a connection with metalworking
somewhere in the vicinity. These two variants do
not necessarily exclude each other. Perhaps only
a link to a traffic route, in contrast to the assem-
blage from Borsov, in the given case appears to be
extremely improbable.
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NOVY NALEZ RIMSKE LATERNY
Z CESKE REPUBLIKY

DAVID VicH - JAN JiLEK - JIRf KMOSEK

S lucernami se v fimském prostredi setkavame
predevsim v Campanii, kde mimotradna kolek-
ce pochazi z lokalit v okoli Vesuvu, a to diky
znamym tragickym udalostem z roku 79 po Kr.
Lucerny ovSem nechybi ani v nalezovém spekt-
ru z jinych casti fiSe véetné Balkanu a vychodni-
ho Stfedomori. Kromé oblasti pod Vesuvem se
s nimi ndpadné Casto setkdavame také v hrobech
provincialnich elit, jak na fimském zapadé (pre-
dev$im galska oblast), tak v Podunaji a Balka-
né (Pannonia, Thrakie). Jejich pfitomnost mezi
milodary Ize interpretovat jako symbol romani-
zovaného zpiisobu zivota. V impériu se laterny
vyskytuji v civilnich a vojenskych kontextech
s prevahou v civilnim prostfedi. Toto zjisténi
vSak vyrazné ovliviiuji nalezové situace v Pom-
pejich, Herculaneu a dalsich jihoitalskych loka-
litach.

V prostoru za hranicemi fimského impéria
pak jde vSak o nalezy zcela vyjimec¢né. J. Garbsch
a M. Feugere evidovali pouze jeden nalez v kon-
textu augustovského tabora v Haltern, ktery vsak
souvisel s fimskym tazenim za Ryn. AZ do ne-
davné doby byl znam pouze jediny nélez z bar-
barského prosttedi, a to z Ceské republiky, ze
sttednich Cech, ze znamého Zarového pohiebisté
Dobrichov-Pichora, okr. Kolin. Artefakt v§ak byl
ptuvodné chybné klasifikovan jako ¢ast schranky
na uchovavani peceté, podle novéjsiho rozboru
viak jde o horni ¢ast vzpéry lucerny. Pocet sviti-
len fimského ptivodu za hranicemi Rimské fise
pak nedavno obohatil nepublikovany exemplar
z oblasti Malé Hané ze severozdpadni Moravy
(Ceska republika).

Dne 23. 1. 2021 nalezl pan Milan Visek s po-
moci detektoru kovl na severozapadnim svahu
kopce Husak v k. u. Lazy vzpéru fimské lucer-
ny a kruhovy artefakt nalezené ve vzdalenosti
cca 1 m od sebe. Lucernu miizeme na zakladé

dochovanych znaki datovat do $ir§iho casového
useku 1.-3. stoleti po Kr.

Analyza metodou rentgenfluorescencni ana-
lyzy (XRF), s pouzitim pXRF spektrometru za-
kladniho materidlu casti laterny prokazala, Ze
se jedna o slitinu cino-olovéného bronzu (5,5 %
Sn; 33,4 % Pb) s pfimési Zeleza, stiibra a bismu-
tu. V pripadé kruhu se jedna o stejny typ slitiny,
obsahujici ale mirné odlisné poméry cinu a olo-
va (6,2 % Sn; 23,0 % Pb), vyraznou piimés zinku
v mnozstvi 1,0 % a dal$i pfimési zeleza, stfibra
a bismutu. Oba pfedméty svym slozenim spadaji
do kategorii 14 a 15 dle J. Riederera (1999).

Kopec Husak lemuje ze zapadni strany udoli
Malé Hané. Nejbliz$i doklady pritomnosti clo-
véka doby fimské lezi od mista popisovaného
nalezu ve vzdalenosti necelé tfi kilometry jiho-
vychodnim smérem pod vychodnim svahem
kopce Husdk na rozhrani k. . Lazy a Chornice.
Nejbliz§i prokazatelnd sidlité zndame z povr-
chovych prospekei a zdchrannych vyzkumi z k.
u. Chornice ve vzdalenosti téméf 5 km jihovy-
chodnim smérem. Pro pochopeni déni v regio-
nu se jako podstatny jevi fimsky vojensky zasah
v dobé markomanskych vélek v podobé archeo-
logicky prokdzaného fimského kratkodobého
tabora v k. u. Jevicko-predmeésti ve vzdalenosti
necelych sedmi kilometrt jiznim smérem vzdus-
nou ¢arou od mista nalezu. Otdzkou zlstava, jak
a za jakych okolnosti se oba pfedméty na misto
nalezu dostaly. V zasadé jsme pii tom odkdzani
na stejné moznosti, jako v pripadé rovnéz neob-
vyklého, i kdyz odli$ného souboru z nedalekého
Bor$ova, a to totiz na ritudlni dtvody, podepiené
uloZzenim na svahu vyrazné terénni dominanty
a vzdalenosti od soudobého osidleni, popf. na
souvislost se zpracovanim kovi nékde v okoli,
pficemzZ se tyto varianty navzajem nutné nemusi
vylucovat.
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